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patients were excluded because didn't receive CT (T1N0). 
From the remaining 100, 95 received concomitant plus 
adjuvant CT and 5 concurrent CT. We found a median OTT of 
49 days (range: 11-83 days). 39 patients completed CCRT in 
more than 7 weeks (50-83 days) from which 31 (79%) in 8 
weeks and the remaining 8 (21%) in more than 8 weeks. 
Interruption causes were by medical indication in 6 (15%), 
and non-clinical reasons in 33 (85% - patient no show, 
machine breakdown, and mis-coordination between 
departments). Compensations were performed at the 
discretion of the treating physician in the 8 patients with OTT 
longer than 8 weeks. No difference in local control (LC, p= 
0.766), overall survival (OS, p=0.855) or metastases free 
survival (p= 0.131). Cox regression confirmed age, N stage, 
local control and distant metastases status as prognostic 
factors however no impact was found for OTT (p = 0.890 for < 
7 weeks; p = 0.959 for < 8 weeks; and p = 0.960 for > 8 
weeks). 
 
 
Conclusion: In our study, we found no differences in LC and 
OS regardless OTT. These data must be interpreted with 
caution due to the high number of patients receiving CT that 
may compensate the unplanned interruptions in such a 
sensitive entity. Further studies with longer follow up are 
necessary to recommend or not withholding compensations in 
this setting. 
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Purpose or Objective: There have been numerous studies 
that have shown the importance of tumor volume as an 
independent prognostic factor over and above the T stage in 
head and neck cancer. However, data from the Indian 
subcontinent is sparse, even more so in patients treated by 
IMRT. This merits further study owing to possible differences 
in the biology of Indian head and neck cancer compared to its 
western counterpart. Ours was a prospective study that 
attempted to elucidate the role of tumor volume as a 
prognostic factor in locally advanced oropharyngeal and 
hypopharyngeal cancer. 
 
Material and Methods: We enrolled 87 patients of Stage III-IV 
squamous cell cancer of the hypopharynx(30), and 
oropharynx(57), who subsequently received definitive 
concurrent chemo radiation with IG-IMRT. The tumor volume 
was the gross tumor volume (TV) delineated on the planning 
CT scan and was calculated by the volume algorithm in the 
treatment planning system. The impact of TV on Locoregional 
relapse free survival (LRFS), Response to chemo radiation 
(RR), overall survival (OS),local control(LC) and regional 
control was assessed over a follow up of 2 years. The Shapiro 
wilk test was done for assessing normality. Survival analysis 
was by kaplan meir method with log rank testing for assessing 
significance between groups Univariate analysis was done by 
mann-whitney/chi square/fisher's exact test , multiariate 
analysis was done by logistic regression forward stepwise 
method and a model to predict LC was generated .An ROC 
curve analysis was done for estimation of cut offs.  
 
Results: The 2 year OS, LRFS, RR, LC& RC were 64%, 56%, 
65%,63% and 83% respectively .The T stage distribution was 
T2, T3&T4 (5/41/41).The TV was not normally distributed 
and the mean TV was 48 cc (5-167cc) with mean TV in T3 /T4 
patients of 39.9/60.9 cc. The mean TV in locally controlled 
patients was 35.4cc vs 70.8cc in uncontrolled patients .While 
the TV was a significant prognostic predictor for the OS , 
LRFS ,RR, and LC on univariate analysis , on the multivariate 
analysis only the TV predicted for LC. ROC curve analysis 
found cut off of 38 cc with 2 year LC of 84 % / 40% for 
TV<38cc / >38cc respectively with log rank p=0.001 with AUC 
of 0.759(0.653-0.865) and sensitivity/specificity of 82%/64%. 
ROC curve analysis of our oropharyngeal subgroup revealed 
similar results with a cut off of 38cc with AUC of 0.770 
(0.644-0.896) and sensitivity / specificity of 80%/66%.with 2 
year LC of 79%/30% for TV<38cc / >38cc (p=0.001). The 
likelihood of local failure increased by 3 % for 1cc increase in 
TV for the entire cohort & 3% for our oropharyngeal 
subgroup. 
 
 
 
Conclusion: TV is an independent prognostic factor in 
patients with head and neck cancer in predicting local 
control. Implications for existing management paradigms 
include, stratification according to TV in future randomized 
trials, consideration of altered fractionation and/or dose 
escalation to the primary disease for patients with TV>38cc.  
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Purpose or Objective: With increasing evidence for 
combined modality treatment in locally advanced squamous 
cell cancer of the head and neck (HNSCC), there remains 
debate about the best treatment approach for patients with 
T4 disease. Local control in HNSCC is extremely important 
due to the morbidity and mortality associated with local 
recurrence. However treatment itself can be associated with 
significant morbidity. The purpose of this review is to 
determine both overall survival (OS) and local control rates 
for patients with T4 tumours treated with Intensity 
Modulated Radiotherapy (IMRT) with or without prior surgery. 
